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“ We’re Hear to Play!!! ”  

517 b. South Lamar Blvd. Austin, TX 78704    512-444-6686 
 

 

 
Presents: 

House of Will s 
Song s of Willi e Nelson in the 
Style of Bob Will s 
Wistful Re-Imaginings of Lone Star 
Musical Heritage via Album, Tour, DVD 
 

Friday, Feb 11 Austin, TX Album Release at Mercury Hall, 7 & 10 pm 
Saturday, Feb. 12 Taylor, Texas Armadillo Hall, 8 pm 
Sunday, Feb. 13 Marble Falls, Texas Uptown Marble theater, 2pm 
Sunday, Feb. 13 Jonestown, Texas House Concert, 7pm 
Friday, Feb. 18 San Antonio, Texas Casbeers, 9pm 
Saturday, Feb. 19 Spicewood, Texas Poodies Hilltop, 9pm 
Wednesday, Feb. 23 San Angelo, Texas Cultural Affairs Council  
Saturday, April 23 Houston, Texas Anderson Fair 
Sunday, August 14 Saint-Agrève, France EquiBlues “Festival Rodéo & 
Country Music” 
 

AUSTIN, Texas—This February, one modern and pioneering “Will” of 
Texas music is uniting two legendary other "Wills" with the innovative and 
wistful House of Wills album and tour. Strings Attached founder and 
director Will Taylor has taken beloved songs from the Willie Nelson 
songbook, and re-imagined them in the style of western swing pioneer: Bob 
Wills. The album, mastered by John Hanlon—Neil Young's producer of 25 
years—features vocals by Karen Mal and Steve Carter with arrangements 
for guitar, mandolin, trumpet, cello, upright bass, and Will Taylor on fiddle.  

The resulting album, making-of DVD, and Texas tour all began in 
Will’s south-of-South-Austin place in the country, which he and girlfriend-
collaborator Karen Mal call "Woody's Place" after their dog. Literally 
conceived and recorded in the house of Will, this is far from the first foray 
into tributes for violinist and tireless Strings Attached leader Taylor.  

For the past decade, Taylor’s group has made a name for itself by 
reworking iconic music like the Beatles ‘White album’, Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely 
Hearts Club Band, and Rubber Soul as well as the hits of Led Zeppelin, 
Joni Mitchell, Pink Floyd, Paul Simon, Peter Gabriel and Jimi Hendrix—
adding jazz and roots flavors along with string arrangements to lovingly 
assembled acoustic renditions. 

Their performances in churches and sanctuaries are akin to a religious 
experience for fans of music so the act of reworking the renowned songs and 
sounds of two of Texas' most legendary country artists was not entered into lightly. 
In fact, the classically-trained Taylor went the long way around to playing fiddle in a 
country band. 

How the House of Wills was Built Taylor grew up in the heart of Willie 
Nelson country. Central Texas: home of the Broken Spoke, Soap Creek Saloon, 
Willie's picnics, the Stallion, the Armadillo World Headquarters, Gruene Hall, and the 
Kerrville Folk Festival. He muses, “You'd think these musical institutions would 
occupy more than the periphery of my childhood musical landscape. But I was more 
interested in performing classical chamber music and playing the solos of [French 
jazz violinist] Stephane Grappelli.” Twelve years later he started Strings Attached as 
a genre-blurring collaboration with folk artists. Will’s vision was to fuse jazz and 
classical flavors with the contemporary singer/songwriter genre; to ‘dress it up with 
different jewelry.’ Taylor was working with Austin musicians like Eliza Gilkyson, 
Jimmy LaFave, Slaid Cleaves, Shawn Colvin, Sara Hickman, Jimmy LaFave, 
Darden Smith, Ray Wylie Hubbard, Ian Moore, Patrice Pike, and Abra Moore. 
Slowly, his ears started turning toward the fiddle side of the violin spectrum. And 
inevitably, toward what became House of Wills and an extensive exploration into the 
musical heritage of Texas. 

Willie and Wills Willie Nelson has called Bob Wills one of his idols, even 
paying tribute to him on the 2009 “Willie & the Wheel” album with Asleep at the 
Wheel. Nelson said in an NPR interview "I've been in a band—ever since I was 10-
12 years old—of one kind or another, and we always sang Bob Wills because that 
was the hot music of the day." And of course there's Willie's famous 1973 cover of 
Wills’ "Stay All Night (Stay A Little Longer)" from Shotgun Willie. “King of Western 
Swing” Bob Wills and his Texas Playboys was a musical pioneer—immensely 
popular and influential, especially from the 1930s to the 1950sWhat's more, this 
year Nelson's "On The Road Again" and Bob Wills' recording of "Steel Guitar Rag" 
are among The Recording Academy's 2011 Grammy Hall of Fame inductees. The 
Nelson and Wills titles are part of a 2011 class that includes Hank Williams' 
"Lovesick Blues," the Beatles' "Penny Lane," the Jackson 5's "I'll Be There" and 
Prince & The Revolution's "Purple Rain."  
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A FEW GREAT REASONS TO VISIT 

SHORELINE GRILL 
SUCCULENT PRIME RIB 

MELT IN YOUR MOUTH CRAB CAKES 
The BEST MARTINI IN AUSTIN 

98 SAN JACINTO 
NEXT TO THE FOUR SEASONS HOTEL 

LUNCH FROM 11 TO 5 / DINNER, 5 TO 10  
(512) 477-3300 

 

S t r i n g s  A t t a c h e d  i s :  
Will Taylor - guitar, violin ” �. DUHQ�0DO�- vocals, guitar, mandolin  
Steve Carter - vocals, guitar ” �-RQ�' H[WHU�- cello  
Michael Stevens - bass ” �6WHSKHQ�=LUNHO�- trumpet                     
 

Want to ho st a hou se concert?                   
It’s easier than you think. Here’s what you need:  

·  living room   
·  coffeemaker 
·  25 or more friends you’d love to share us with 

You can choose from the many shows in our repertoire, 
to find out more call or email Will: 
(512) 775-2371 will@willtaylor.com 

 

 

 
 

 
Black Forest Werkshop  

Independent 
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“ We go nu ts over your Bolts” ™ 

512-300-2697 (BMWS) 
Central Austin ” ������%XHOO�$YH�� 

w w w . 4 w e r k . c o m       
 

      

  
 
 

UNI VERSAL PUBL I SHERS 
” �6SHFLDO�( YHQWV�$ GYHUWLVLQJ�” �� ��� �� ��� -6306 ”  

www.upstages.com 

   


